
   
 
Renaissance Sackville 
31 Main St.  
Sackville, NB 
E4L-1G6 
 
September 13, 2014 
 
Dear Ms. Feltham J ,  
 
THANK YOU! We would like to extend our sincere appreciation to Renaissance 
Sackville for their continued support of ACORN’s third Beginner Farmer Symposium & 
Mixer, held on August 18th, 2014 in Sackville, NB. This event proved to be our greatest 
success yet–selling out and drawing over 160 participants from all over the Maritimes! 
Participants also travelled from Quebec and even British Columbia (Young Agrarians) to 
showcase their support for the strength and viability of our future farmers.  
 
As all events and activities associated to ACORN’s Grow a Farmer Apprenticeship and 
Mentorship program are now exclusively managed off of a very modest amount of funds-
raised, the 3rd Beginner Farmer Symposium was expected to serve as our largest 
fundraiser of 2014 to raise awareness and assistance for the 2015 programs. Without the 
support of Renaissance Sackville, the amount of funds raised (final number is still to be 
determined) would have been significantly compromised, so again, thanks very much for 
your generous contribution to this event. Every bit counts and makes a huge difference in 
our offerings and capacity to support this growing demographic.  
 
After a full day of workshops and trade show networking, participants and local residents 
gathered in Tweedie Hall to participate in ACORN’s Beginner Farmer Mixer, a 
celebratory event for attendants to gather, network and discuss the education offered 
through the day’s sessions – and sponsored by Renaissance Sackville. Like previous 
years, this night culminated the day’s festivities with exactly what we had hoped for: a 
light and social gathering for new and long-standing farmers and advocates to share 
advice, experience and discuss the information shared from the Symposium sessions; 
strengthening and establishing new connections with other members of the food and 
farming community in Atlantic Canada.  
 
Once again, we featured a colourful buffet of food that was almost 100% certified 
organic (with the exception of over 14 dozen apples donated from Belliveau Orchards). 



We sourced primarily from local organic producers, featuring vegetables from Wysmykal 
Farm, beef burgers from David Bunnett Family Farm, and also a variety of baked goods 
and burger buns from Cranewood Bakery. Mount Allison did another great job in 
procuring these foods and preparing a wonderful multi-course feast for our attendees. 
  
Archee Lee, a brother and sister folk duo, based out of Halifax, NS, provided background 
music for the festive occasion, and seemed to be greatly enjoyed by our attendees as well.  
 
Renaissance Sackville was featured and verbally acknowledged during the 
Symposium/Mixer, and was acknowledged in all promo materials, including the poster 
(see attached); press releases; Facebook event page; ACORN webpage and in mass 
communications to our beginner farmer network (distributed to over 1500 stakeholders). 
 
For reimbursement, Renaissance Sackville should anticipate three invoices: one for $650 
from Mount Allison University for food procurement and preparation; one for $200 to 
support the participation of our musical act; and one submitted by myself for $139.64 to 
assist with printing costs.  
 
Your acknowledgement and support of the work that we are doing to network and 
connect new and aspiring organic farmers is huge for our community – and truly 
outstanding for any other community-based organization that we have ever worked with! 
We are deeply grateful for the valuable support that you have provided over the past three 
years (and to ACORN in general).  
 
Thank you again for your support and for the great work that you do!  
 
Sincerely,  
 
Lucia Stephen 
ACORN Grow A Farmer Program Coordinator 
PO Box 6343  
Sackville, NB Canada  E4L 4K8 
 
 
*Please see Project Budget and Evaluation on Page 3.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
Budget and Evaluation 
 
Provide a detailed breakdown of your 
project’s or activity’s budget: 
Project/Activity Expenditures  
(please itemize) 

Amount ($): 1000.00 

Total Expenditures:  
 Requested Actual Details 
Food (sourcing as much local/organic as 
possible) & Beverages 

$650 $850 
 

ACORN paid 
$200 for baked 
goods from 
Cranewood 
Bakery 
 

Musical Guest (Maritime-based band) $200 $200  

Printing and advertising of promotional 
materials  

$150 $1818.65 139.64 for 
printing 
costs + 
$1107.45 for 
printing of 
Guide for 
Beginning 
Farmers + 
$50 
Sappyfest Ad 
+ $21.56 for 
handbill 
distribution + 
$500 for 
design-work 

Facility Rental  $500 $500  
Total  $1500   
Applicant Contribution:  $500 $2379.01* 

 
*some of this 
total is 
intended to 
be covered 
by other 
grants 
exclusive to 
the 
Symposium 
costs (not 
Mixer) 

Renaissance Funding Requested.  $1000   
    



Project Revenue  
(include all sources of funding) 

Approved Pending 
 

Declined 

Federal Funding    
Regional Funding (CAAP Funding)     
Provincial Funding (NB + PE) * $5844.59   
Municipal Funding    
Other Grants – Interpretation Grant * $1204   
Sponsorships    
Admission Fees ($10-$15 / person) $600   
Fundraising $4000   
Merchandise Sales $200   
In-Kind $2000   
Total Revenue:  $13848.59   

 
 
 
* This funding was approved to support the workshop, interpretation, speaker and travel 
fees for the Symposium. Please note that these funds did not support the evening 
community event, ACORN’s Beginner Farmer Mixer, which was exclusively supported 
by Renaissance Sackville. 


